
Frank Taylor used his life experi-
ences as an athlete and business-
man to entertain and inspire more 

than 400 people gathered at North Caroli-
na A&T State University in Greensboro, for 
the 22nd annual Small Farmers Apprecia-
tion Luncheon-April 2. Taylor, who repre-
sents the Winston County Self Help Coop-
erative based in Louisville, Miss., touched 

Taylor Speaks at A&T’s Luncheon

Frank Taylor speaks at North Carolina A&T State 
University in Greensboro, for the 22nd annual Small 
Farmers Appreciation Luncheon on April 2.

on themes of perseverance, commitment 
and time management in his keynote lun-
cheon speech.

He regaled the audience of farmers, 
agriculture supporters and university ex-
perts with stories of his college football-
playing days and how getting his heart 
broken during his freshman year, taught 
him the value of both persistence and 
resolution.

“You have to keep moving on,” Taylor 
said, adding that the advice from his foot-
ball coach also applies to the farming co-
operative he represents as well as to orga-
nizations in general.

Taylor’s participation at A&T was part 
of an annual weeklong observance of 
small-scale agriculture sponsored by The 
Cooperative Extension Program at A&T. 
During the luncheon, Extension officials 
honored Pender County farmers Nelson 
and Mary James as the 2008 Gilmer L. and 
Clara Y. Dudley Small Farmers of the Year. 
The James’s were lauded for enthusiasti-
cally delving into niche markets, for their 
willingness to try new techniques and ap-
proaches on their 20 acres of Dogwood 
Nursery Farm, and for their community 
outreach. The James’s are the founders of 
the N.C. Willing Workers farm cooperative 
that helps other limited-resource farmers 
navigate sustainable agriculture and mar-
keting practices.
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Winston County 
Self Help Co-op’s 
passion of com-

mitment generated huge divi-
dends in the first 100 days of 
2008. WCSHC’s strategic plan 
provides a road map to accom-
plish our purposeful goals ac-
cording to co-op member Rev. 
Jack Miller. “We should exceed 
2007’s goal with a 20 percent 
increase in productivity to 
stimulate and encourage inter-
est in managing members’ nat-
ural resources. Two-thousand 

WCSHC’s First Quarter 
Report

By Frank Taylor

eight started with WCSHC’s 
First Saving Rural America 
Conference on January 5, with 
more than 350 participants. 
This event exceeded expecta-
tions by three folds with par-
ticipants from Alabama, Loui-
siana, and Florida, therefore, 
we are advance planning for 
January 3, 2009’s Conference. 
Other accomplishments in the 
first quarter, six business and 
out-reach meetings, passed on 
16 bred heifers, assisted indi-
viduals with foreclosure issues, 
sponsored 10 adult computer 
training classes and members 
participated in several farmers’ 
conferences. Remember, high-
light your calendar-January 3, 
2009, WCSHC’s Second Saving 
Rural America and Youth Con-
ference at the Louisville Coli-
seum-Louisville, Ms”, for more 
information e-mail fltaylor@
bellsouth.net. 
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WCSHC & ASU Collaborates

Winston County Self 
Help Cooperative 
and Alcorn State 

University collaborated on a fo-
cus group meeting in conjunc-
tion with Iowa State University 
and Natural Research Conser-
vation Service. Susan Andrew 
of NRCS stated, “We are engag-
ing farmers to help develop a 
qualifying tool for NRCS’s new 
Conservation Security Program 
(CSP). We designated a cross 
section of farmers…row & al-
ternative crops, forestry, and 
cattle to help evaluate NRCS’s 

By Frank Taylor qualifying tool to increase 
small farmers’ participation in 
CSP”. Gerald Jones, ASU’s Areas 
Educator Leader said, “We ap-
preciate this opportunity to en-
gage with decision makers and 
supply input from ASU’s clien-
tele to re-structure a national 
program”. Amber Anderson 
and Mark Bauermeister from 
Iowa State University assisted 
in facilitating and collecting 
data. The meeting concluded 
with Amber expressing thanks 
to the farmers, WCSHC, and 
ASU’s Educators for participat-
ing and organizing a successful 
focus group meeting.

The WCSHC youth 
group & Future Gen-
eration 4-H Club trav-

eled to Macon, MS on March 
15, 2008 to attend MAC’s 36th 
Annual Meeting of Small Farm-
ers.  Youth leader, Dorothy 
Harper carried sixteen mem-
bers and five volunteers. It was 
held at Beat Four Farmers’ Mar-
ket Convention Center. Brenda 
Burkett, Darnella Burkett, and 
Daniel Teague conducted the 
youth workshop. It begins with 
a brief history of Mississippi. 
Next, the youth members 

WCSHC Youth Group & Future 
Generation 4-H Club Attend MAC’s 
36th Annual Meeting

By Bettye Cooper made their own bird feeder. 
After that, each person was 
given a pot to decorate and to 
plant a seed in it. We went back 
to MAC’s congregation where 
Markevious, Ebony, Channing, 
and Chris gave an overall sum-
mary of the workshop. In addi-
tion, they had displays of what 
they made. Lunch was served. 
After lunch, we enjoyed an 
inspiring message by Ralph 
Paige. He spoke on the future 
of cooperatives depend on 
them being aggressive, com-
mitted, and voting.  Door priz-
es were given away. The youth 
had a great time and looks for-
ward to next year’s event.



A field Day was held Tuesday, April 
8, 2008 by the Winston County 
Self-Help Co-op to discuss im-

provements in herd management, breed-
ing programs and biosecurity on the farm 
located outside of Louisville.  In attendance 
were approximately 25 members, 25 youth 
and several other friends and family mem-
bers.  The Winston County Self-Help Co-op 
arranged for quest speakers from Missis-
sippi State University College of Veteri-
nary Medicine, including, Jim Brett, DVM, 
Jessica Hester, 4th year student and Le-
Anne Hollis, Rebecca Tash and Julie Lyles, 
3rd year students, to assist in the presen-
tation and delivery of additional informa-
tion.  Dr. Brett discussed reproductive tract 
scoring, biosecurity, breeding programs, 
bull breeding soundness exams, livestock 

WCSHC Field Day
handling and safety, chute management 
and operation. Jessica Hester discussed 
careers in veterinary medicine, veterinary 
technician program and becoming a vet-
erinarian with the youth.  The youth were 
then able to use stethoscopes to listen to 
the heart, lungs and stomach of one of the 
heifers.  Afterwards, each heifer was pal-
pated to determine pregnancy.  The out-
come of each palpation indicated 5 out 
of 8 heifers were pregnant and 3 heifers 
were open.  Dr. Brett then discussed the 
financial effects feeding an open heifer for 
a year would have on profitability, as the 
only way for the heifer to contribute to the 
program is to provide a calf to (either sell 
or keep in the herd).  Dr. Brett entertained 
several questions from the members re-
garding economics of the cattle industry 
and bull selection.  Overall, the field day 
was successful, highly attended and well 
received.  
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By Jessica Hester  

Members, youth and supporter 
gathered for WCSHC’s Annual 
Spring Field Day activities 

with a thirst for information. This year’s 
activities included a separate session for 
youth orchestrated by Jessica Hester. WC-
SHC membership conveys thanks to MSU’s 
School of Veterinary Medicine Staff, Dr. 
Jim Brett, Jessica Hester, LeAnne Hollis, 
Rebecca Tash, Julie Lyles-Winston County’s 
Chancery Clerk-Pam Reel, George Heard-
Natural Resource Conservation Service’s 
Area Conservationist, and Kenneth Ran-
dle-USDA’s Rural Development Specialist. 
Additionally, the co-op thanks Neshoba 
County Gin Association for sponsoring 
Spring Field Day Activities. The gin sells 
corn, oats, soybean pellet, custom mixing 
and fertilizer. They are located on Railroad 
Ave in Philadelphia, Ms (601-656-3463).

Service Providers-
Thanks
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